Young male rats fed experimental diets containing 20% by weight of fat developed alopecia when housed in groups, but not in individual cages.
Des jeunes rats males, nourris d'une diete experimentale, contenant 20% par paids de gras ont developpe une alopecie lorsqu'i\s furent mis en cage avec d'autres rats mais non pas s'ils furent mis dans des cages individuelles.
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Against a background of low incidence of alopecia in rats fed normal diets, it had been observed that rats maintained in stock cages and fed a purified diet for 3-6 weeks developed alopecia on an apparently random basis. Weight gains were unaffected and no parasites could be found.
When rats were simultaneously housed in individual cages, an opportunity was afforded to deduce the cause of the hair loss. To obtain data on food consumption, 10 rats supplied with each diet were housed individually.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Male weanling rats of the
Another 10 rats fed each of the same diets were placed in stock cages, 5 per unit of space. Rats maintained in both types of cages shared the same environment (approximately 22 ec, and 50 % relative humidity) and the handling by the same 2 technicians. J. L. BEARE-ROGERS AND J.E. McGOWAN
RESULTS
After 4 weeks of the experimental treatment, the rats housed individually exhibited no alopecia, while those kept in groups fed from a communal bowl showed anterior acomia (Fig. J) . This condition disappeared 3-5 weeks later. 
DISCUSSION
For these young male rats fed similar 20 % fat diets in the same environment, the type of caging was the planned variable.
The occurrence of alopecia only in the animals housed in groups indicated that excessive grooming of each other was responsible for the loss of hair.
